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hopefully. "If he could be found . . .".dissolved into weeping?not the genteel tears of a melancholy maiden, but wretched racking sobs..When the others had gone, Ceilia
sank back in her chair and started brooding again. For the first time in twenty years she felt lonely and truly far from Earth. As a young girl growing up during the rise of the
New Order in the recovery period after the Lean Years, she had escaped the harsh realities of twenty-first century politics and militarism by immersing herself in readings
and fantasies about America in the late Colonial era. Perhaps as a reflection of her own high-born station in life, she had daydreamed herself into roles of newly arrived
English ladies in the rich plantations of Virginia and the Carolinas, with carriages and servants, columned mansions, and wardrobes of dresses for the weekend balls held
among the fashionable elite. The fantasies had never quite faded, and that was probably why, later, she had found a natural partner in Howard, who in turn had identified
her with his own ideals and beliefs. In her private thoughts in the years that had passed since, she often wondered if perhaps she had seen the Mission to Chiron as a
potential realization of long-forgotten girlhood dreams that could never have come true on Earth..only together. Whether they live or die, they will live or die as one. His
destiny is hers, and her fate is."If you wish. Sir when you talk to me." The Chironian started to continue on his way, but one of the troopers sidestepped to block him.."No,"
the boy answered after a moment's reflection. "I could say fairies make the flowers up there grow, but the fact that the flowers are growing wouldn't prove that the fairies
exist, would it?"."I know you didn't, Aunt Gen. I know.".first shots were fired in the kitchen..deception. Perfect poise is the key to survival. Mom always said so, and Mom
knew her stuff..As an artillery major in his early thirties he had seen that South Africa's cause was ultimately lost, and had-uprooted himself to place his services and
experience at the disposal of the emergent New Order of Greater North America, where veterans at countering guerilla offensives and civil disorder were eagerly sought to
assist in the "renormalization" 6f the chaos bequeathed by the war. Promoted rapidly through the ranks of an elite entrusted with the might of the new nation, Borftein
glimpsed a vision of commanding a force truly capable of bringing to heel the entire world. But the vision had been short-lived. A golden opportunity presented itself when
Asia--then the only serious rival--fell upon itself in the struggle for domination between China and Japan-India. But the chance had slipped away while the politicians
wavered, eventually to be lost forever with China's success and the subsequent consolidation of the Eastern Asiatic Federation. After that, the future had held only the
prospect of an eventual head-on collision between the two halves of the globe and more ungloried decades of turmoil and indecisive skirmishings to pick up the pieces.
Conditions for launching a worldwide Grand Design would not come again in his lifetime. And so he had left to seek a more rewarding destiny with the Mayflower II. It was
ironic, he had thought to himself many times, that impatience and restlessness had led him to a decision that would immobilize him in space for twenty years..Geneva
brightened. "Now you're talking.".or in fear. The clear-eyed, steel-supported girl, larky and lurching, seemed at first to be a fabulist whose."We must have faith/" the preacher
roared, his eyes wide with fervor..A butterfly flutter of light, a sibilant sputter, a serpent of smoke rising lazily from the black stump of a.okay?".The moonless darkness
baffles, but the dog is close enough for Curtis to see that she's interested in the."I guess you have to learn moderation in this place," Stanislau remarked, studying his
half-emptied glass of dark, frothy Chironian beer. He shook his head slowly. "You know, this sounds crazy but sometimes I wish they would make us pay for it.".Face to the
sun, eyes closed, striving to empty her mind of all thought, yet troubled by insistent.For bleak periods of her life, she'd been unable to entertain enough optimism to believe
anyone might be.already be dead..When Noah leaned close to have a look, Rickster's hands parted hesitantly; a wary oyster, jealous of its."It's a thought," Colman replied
vaguely. The same idea had crossed his mind while the painter was talking. It was a sobering one.."You'd be welcome to come too if you want," Rastus said..Curtis
screams, and even when he realizes that the snack in her hand isn't a human ear, after all, but.undulant glow across her face, brightening her eyes but failing to dispel the
shadow of confusion in which.CELIA KALENS STRAIGHTENED the kimono-styled black-silk top over her gold lam? evening dress, then sat back while a white-jacketed
steward cleared the dinner dishes from the table. It's all unreal, she told herself again as she looked around her at the interior of Matthew Sterm's lavish residential suite. Its
preponderance of brown leather, polished wood with dull metal, shag rugs, and restrained colors combined with the shelves of bound volumes visible in the study to project
an atmosphere of distinguished masculine opulence. She had contacted him to say that she needed to talk with him privately-no more--and within minutes he had
suggested dinner for two in his suite as, "unquestionably private, and decidedly more agreeable than the alternatives that come to mind." The quiet but compelling
forcefulness of his manner had made it impossible somehow for her to do anything but agree. She told Howard that she was returning to the ship for a night out with
Veronica, who was celebrating her divorce-which at last was true. Though Veronica was celebrating it in Franklin with Casey and his twin brother, she had agreed to confirm
Celia's alibi if anybody should ask. So here Celia was, and even more to her own surprise, dressed for the occasion..The people who have fled the restaurant appear to
share Curtis's grim assessment of the situation. All.Kalens chewed on a slice of orange but made a face as if the fruit was bad. "But we've been publicly insulted," he
objected. "What are you saying--that we should simply forget it? That would be unthinkable. What kind of a precedent would we be setting?".linger after its
visitation..Chapter 24.out of sassy altogether, leaving them feeling more pity than delight..this weakness, she continued eating even though her throat grew so thick with
emotion that she had."Child Protective Services?".untouchable..the last thing I want is for old Sinsemilla to be put back in the nuthouse for a refresher course in.Before this
bad situation can turn suddenly worse, boy and dog scramble across the brow of the ridge..targets in a shooting gallery if it's on the wrong corner.".grasp. She lacks the
cultural references to make sense of it. Her tail stops wagging, but only because she.The Chironian hesitated for a moment as if reluctant to say something which he
thought might be taken as insulting. Kath caught his eye and nodded reassuringly. "Well," the Chironian began, then paused again. "Most people here start to feel that way
by the time they're about ten. Fm not trying to offend anyone-but that's the way it is.".suffered electricity shortages early in the summer, and in an overreaction to the crisis
had piled up.The lowing of cows and the soft whickering of horses aren't responses to his intrusion. These sounds are."Don't be so sensitive. You are a guest, and we don't
charge guests for dinner or make them work it.Colman could only shake his head. "I don't know. Neither did Jay. That's what Fallows and whoever this other guy is want to
find out.".shoulders. "No, honey. Never you, none of that. You were just a good woman, too good and far too."We don't intend to let it happen," Kath said.."So?do you?"
Micky asked.."There are some things which we must accept" the preacher thundered..Sinsemilla had been struck mute by either the unexpected outcome or the
spectacle..January 5, 2081.EIGHTEEN-WHEELERS LOADED with everything from spools of abb to zymometers, reefer semis."Toast done twice.".corner a life-size plastic
model of a human skeleton hangs from a metal stand, grinning as if death is great.Instead, she was reduced to the directness that she had been striving to avoid. "Does
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he?" she asked."Dr. Doom. They've been together four and a half years now. See, there's even kismet for crackpots..excitable and shallow and, in general, dorky to the
max..victims?.LIKE THE SUPERNATURAL SYLPH of folklore, who inhabited the air, she approached along the."Hardly. If the Chironians are outside, and Phoenix has a
fully equipped army to keep them there, covered from orbit by the ship, what could they do? Leaving them where they are would constitute a greater risk by far, I would
have thought.".packaged for easy access..Curtis doesn't know who Vern Tuttle may be, but Tom Cruise is, of course, an actor, a movie star, a."Yeah, I remember
now.".would cut even tough scales and muscled coils if driven hard enough, if a lot of insistent pressure was put."It could still detach, even without Sterm".Chapter 16."A
rosebush."."Oh, I was in the Engineer Corps for a while, and I guess I picked a lot up here and there." If she had been with Farnhill's party inside, she was obviously more
than just a go-fer. Why in hell did she come out to the parking lot to be nice to the troops?.the exit..Bernard's concern changed to a deep, uneasy, suspicion as he listened.
Waiters and Hoskins were his equals in rank and duties; this could only mean that he had been left out of something deliberately. He fell quiet and said little more
throughout the meal while he brooded and wondered what the hell could be going on.."Bernie, this is too much!" Jean's voice came up from the lounge area below. "I'm
never going to get used to this." Bernard smiled to himself and left Jay's room to enter the open elevator cubicle by the top of the curving stairway. Seconds later he walked
out again and into the lounge. John was standing in the center of the floor between the dining room and the area of sunken floor before the king-size wall screen that formed
a comfortable enclave surrounded by a sofa, two large armchairs, and a revolving case of shelves half recessed into the wall; a coffee table of dark-tinted glass formed its
centerpiece. She gestured helplessly. "What are we ever going to do with all this space? You know, I'm really beginning to think I might end up developing agoraphobia.".he
had them. Being Curtis Hammond requires a remarkable amount of energy..hideous screams still vivid in memory, the motherless boy relaxes behind the steering wheel of
a new."Isn't that a Hawaiian name?" Micky asked.."Is she a friend of yours?" Kath inquired..Without hesitation, Leilani said, "Four elderly women, three elderly men, a
thirty-year-old mother of two,."I might just do that," Fallows said, nodding slowly. "Yeah .... I could use being out and about for a few hours. Thanks for the tip."."Well, that's
something, anyway," Sirocco said. "Stay there, Bret, and don't let anyone touch anything. I'll get onto Brigade right away. We'll have some more people over there in a few
minutes." He returned to Colman. "Get two sections out of bed, and have one draw equipment and the other standing by. And get an ambulance and crew over there right
away for Emmerson and Crealey." Hanlon disappeared from the screen, and Sirocco tapped a call to Brigade. "It looks as if the fall-guy has gone down, Steve,".contains the
toilet. He enters, switching on the light in there, and pulls the door shut behind him.."I heard a woman in the market who said that dead people talk to her," Susie told him.
"That's even more ridiculous.".trackers on his trail. Fortunately, this blunder will not be the death of him.."That's right-Michigan. I think I was something of a
not-very-welcome accident. My mother liked the fun life-lots of boyfriends, and staying out all night and stuff. I guess I was in the way a lot of the time.".A short silence fell
while the meeting digested the observation. Kalens thought about the fusion complex that Farnhill had learned about in his largely unproductive talks with an assortment of
Chironians in Franklin. Kalens had sent Farnhill off to learn what he could through more casual contact and conversation, after Borftein's sarcastic remark to the effect that
the Army's company of misfits seemed to be making better progress with the natives than the diplomats were managing. "Yes.. . I know what you mean," Kalens said,
acknowledging Sterm with a motion of his head. "As a matter of fact, we have already begun inquiries along those lines." He turned toward Farnhill. "Amery, tell us again
about that place along the coast.".braced leg had ever before allowed, playing cowgirl-with-lariat as she rose from the floor. Swung like a.Sterm watched, listened, and said
nothing..snake tattoo on his arm and the platitude on his T-shirt..starry sky, low near the horizon, but nothing of the greater vault above, where ghost riders would
be.angry.".that she consumed, when she was balancing just so on the tightrope between hyperactivity and drooling.Jay Fallows thought for a moment that he was going to
throw up and tried to shut out the soundtrack as he sat nibbling at the remains of his lunch. An astronomy book lay propped open on the table in front of him. Behind him his
mother and his twelve-year-old sister, Marie, were digesting the message in silent reverence. The page he was looking at showed the northern constellations of stars as
they appeared from Earth. They looked much as they did from the Mayflower 11, except in the book Cassiopeia was missing a star--the Sun. On the page opposite, the
Southern Cross included Alpha Centauri as one of its 'pointers, whereas from the ship it had separated and grown into a brilliant orb~ shining in the foreground. And the
view from Earth didn't show Proxima Centauri at all--a feeble red dwarf Of less than a ten-thousandth the Sun's luminosity and invisible without a telescope, but now quite
close to and ;easily seen from the Mayflower II. Always imperceptible from one day to the next and practically so from month to month, the changes in the stars were
happening ever more slowly as the main drive continued to fire and steadily ate up the velocity that had carried the ship across four light-years of space.."Thank you,"
Merrick said, pouncing on the opportunity to conclude. "I agree with and endorse your assessment. Very good, Fallows. Enjoy your leave." Merrick turned to one side and
began tapping something into the touchboard below the screens..CHAPTER ELEVEN."I'm not a cripple.".On their arrival, they leaned from Maddock that there was little
need for them to have bothered making the arrangements with Sirocco. Border security around Phoenix was disintegrating, with most of the SDs being pulled back to
protect the shuttle base, the barracks, and other key points, and the regular troops who were left scattered thinly along the perimeter doing little to interfere with the civilian
exodus. A whole platoon of A Company had marched away en masse while their officers could do nothing but watch helplessly, and the depleted remainder had been
merged with the remnants of B Company to bring them up to strength. More SDs were disappearing too. The only thing holding D Company together was personal loyalty to
Sirocco after his appeal a couple of weeks earlier. There wasn't really anything to prevent Chironian air vehicles from landing inside phoenix, but the Chironians seemed to
be allowing Terran rules to self-destruct and were respecting the proclaimed airspace. Maddock indicated the trees beyond the construction site just outside the border,
behind which lights were showing and Chironian fliers descending and taking off again in a steady procession. "No need for you to walk very far," he told them. "I can call
Kath and have her send a cab over. What's her number?".Against all odds, he's still alive..While the noise was dying away, Sirocco swept his eyes around the room and
over the sixty-odd faces that had stayed to the last, and who, apart from the ten lookouts placed around the block, were all that was left of D Company's original
complement of almost a hundred. He was going to need every one of them, he knew, and even so, it would be cutting things ridiculously thin. But as well as the misgivings
that he tried not to show, he felt inwardly moved as he looked at the men who by all the accepted norms and standards should have been among the first in the Army to
have gone. But apart from the SD units, D Company's record was second to none. It was a tribute to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant
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anything to the mixture of oddballs and misfits that fate had consigned to his charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them
talented in their own peculiar and in some eases bizarre ways, and had accepted them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit
was a relative one, he had come to realize. The world that had labeled them misfits was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a world full
of individualists who could never be compelled to conform and who asked only to be accepted for what they were or to be left alone. Every man in D Company had been a
Chironian long before planetfall at Alpha Centauri-many before departing Earth. The highest form of currency that a Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians
were paying it to him now, just by being there. Their respect meant more than medals, citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For
he knew full well that, whatever the outcome of the operation ahead of them all, it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company.
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